Term 1 Week 10 2019

Message From Mrs Reilly...
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

St Joseph’s Primary School

EMAIL: STJOSEPHSKWOOD@PARRA.CATHOLIC.EDU.AU

PHONE: 02 4726 4200

94 JOSEPH STREET, KINGSWOOD NSW 2747

I can’t believe we are entering the last week of the term. It’s been an exciting start to
2019 with lots of learning, sharing, celebrating and fun.
The Celebration of Learning afternoons have proven to be very popular. They are a
wonderful opportunity for you to see what’s happening in learning spaces and a chance
for your children to share their learning. I really appreciate you taking the time to come
and celebrate.
I’ve also had lots of great feedback about the Celebration of Learning newsletters. This
initiative has given families another opportunity to see what is happening in learning
spaces. I know many of you enjoyed sharing the pictures and information with your
children.

Another highlight of the term has been working with Lyn Sharratt and then with leaders
from other CEDP schools. The feedback we were given was absolutely wonderful. We
have since had many visitors from other schools coming to learn about what we are
doing. Some of the comments received:
“The children are so engaged in their learning. They wanted to share with me their goals
and challenges.”
“I was greeted by a delightful Year 6 leader who introduced himself, welcomed me and
then offered to carry my bag as he took me to the hall.”
‘The feeling of the school is very different to the last time I was here. The kids seem very
happy. Classrooms are calm with evidence of learning across all KLAs and teachers are
proud to share what is happening in their spaces.”
“Can’t believe all the great things happening at St. Joseph’s.”

The Stage 3 building is gradually taking shape. We’re so lucky that it isn’t impacting too much on the day to day operations of
the school. We’re hoping it will be finished ready for Term 3.

Another proud moment for me this term was the day I was lucky enough to take our School Captains to the National Young
Leaders’ Day at the International Convention Centre at Darling Harbour. It was a unique opportunity for our leaders to hear
real- life stories of leaders in a variety of fields. The highlight for Tristan, Faith, Movina and Chanel was meeting Kate
Campbell, Olympian swimmer. A wonderful day.

Finally I would like to thank you for the support and encouragement you give. It is by
working together, communicating with each other and trusting that we can achieve the
very best for your children.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Easter break. May you be filled with the joy,
gladness and peace of Easter.
Take care,
Trish

2020 Kindergarten Enrolments
Kindergarten 2020 Enrolments are now being accepted.
Please advise family and friends to contact the school to book their
enrolment interview now!

Catholic Culture News
Sacrament Information for 2019 at St Joseph’s Parish
Sacrament for Reconciliation – 6:00PM Thursday 11th April 2019
Registration for Sacrament of First Communion – Sun 28th April 2019 after 10:00am Mass
Sacrament of First Communion – 10:00AM Sunday 23rd June 2019 (Feast of Corpus Christi)
Registration for Sacrament of Confirmation – Sun 28th July 2019 after 10:00am Mass
Sacrament of Confirmation – 10:00AM Sunday 3rd November 2019
If you have any questions regarding the Sacraments please contact the parish office on 4721 4080.

Walking to School
Please ensure your child is walking to school in a safe manner. Children in K-2 should be walking with
a sibling/parent/friend. Children in Year 3-6 should be encouraged to use the safest possible route.
Please encourage your children to cross at the pedestrian crossing if they need to cross the road.

Child Protection
If your child is having difficulties with another child please contact your child’s teacher so they can
support both students.

At no time parents are to approach a child to attempt to solve issues.

Attendance News
Fortnightly Attendance Awards went to 2Y and 4B. Congratulations!
A reminder that supervision commences at 8.20am. Children arriving before this time ARE NOT
SUPERVISED and are therefore not safe. We encourage parents to put the best interests of their child
first and enrol them in Joey’s Before and After School Care to ensure their safety.
If your child is absent please contact the school to advise the reason. This can be done via Skoolbag,
Signed Note, Phone Call or Doctor’s Certificate.
If your child is absent for 3 or more days due to illness a Doctor’s Certificate is required.
Any leave taken needs to be preapproved by Mrs Reilly.

Counsellor’s Corner
Showing Respect - Active Bystanders
At St Joseph’s Being Respectful is a key value during learning time and at play, we encourage
respect in the way we talk to each other and share space with each other. We encourage all
children to report concerns around behaviour that is leading to upset, this includes verbal and
physical behaviour - with the view that asking for help shares the responsibility and allows
teachers - in class and on duty the opportunity to respond to the concerns and to provide
support.
To help model respect and to show support for each other, we are encouraging students to be
active bystander’s and support each other. Bystanders have the power to play a part in helping
to identify bullying and helping to minimize how long it goes on for.
Active Bystander’s do not need to take responsibility for the Bullies actions – they need to
make their own actions count.
There is strength in numbers; Bystanders can combat bullying issues by showing their
disapproval towards bullying behaviours by
Direct action –
o Take the victim away from the bully – just walk up and walk away together
o Tell the bully to stop – and remember asking for help is a right you have in our school and
any school
o Don’t laugh – the bully will see this as you agreeing with their behaviour - Sometimes
Bystanders think that what is happening is funny and they laugh, encourage or accept what is
happening which can lead to feeling powerless, guilty or anxious about what is going on – we
can activate our children to make their actions count by asking for help and reporting things
that feel bad.
Engage adults -

Get help – report your concerns to the teacher on duty, stay with that teacher until they are
able to see how important the situation is or this can be by approaching a teacher you trust
Encouraging our students to take action and be active bystanders to show their respect for
each other will build their strength on Joey’s Journey.
http://www.eyesonbullying.org/bystander.html this website aims to assist in Bully prevention.

Dismissal
If someone else will be collecting your child early or after school, on your behalf, you need to
inform the school in writing or by email, stjosephskwood@parra.catholic.edu.au PRIOR to
pickup. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

PBS4L
Speaking respectfully to others
At St. Joseph’s one of the key ways for students to be on Joey’s Journey
as Safe, Respectful Learners is to speak respectfully to others.
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 are aware of this goal and what it
looks like in class and on the playground.
When speaking to teachers, classmates or peers we use a friendly tone,
kind words, eye contact and appropriate facial expressions. When we
do this, we communicate in a friendly way that is respectful. When others
are speaking, we show them we are listening by facing them and using
active listening skills.
On the playground, speaking respectfully sounds like:
 friendly talk during games
 words of encouragement like “Great effort, maybe next time!”
 words that show good sportsmanship like “Good game” and gestures like a handshake or
thumbs up
Teachers reinforce this behaviour through praise and feedback, for example, ‘I like the kind words you
chose and how you spoke in a friendly tone’. Teachers will prompt students who are not achieving this
goal with time to practise, re-teaching opportunities, and the class based system of managing noncompliant behaviours if needed.
You can help your children practise speaking respectfully through modelling this at home. For example,
using kind words to each other, speaking in a calm and friendly tone, using words of encouragement at
weekend sports like ‘great effort’, and showing active listening skills when your child is speaking.
We are all on Joey’s Journey of being Safe, Respectful Learners together.

2019 School Fees
Term 1 school fees are now overdue and need to be finalised ASAP. If you have
any problems with your account please contact Jenny Pendleton on 4726 4200.
Please note as we are coming towards the end of term we can accept cash up until
Thursday 11th April. Cash payments WILL NOT be accepted on Friday 12th April.

Complaint Handling Policy
Complaints Handling Policy Reminder for our school community:
If, at any time, you find that you have a concern with St Joseph’s Primary School, you are encouraged
to come to the school and speak with the teacher/s, assistant principal and/or principal, to identify your
concern. It is our aim to work with all members of our school community to ensure we do the very best
to provide a productive, safe and enjoyable learning experience for our students and professionally
fulfilling experience for our staff.
If you would like to raise a concern, the Catholic Education Office has guidelines for ensuring that
complaints are handled fairly. Information about how to handle complaints either informally or formally
is available from the school office and/or within the Complaint Handling Guidelines. These documents
can be accessed on our school website or on the CEDP website. Complaint forms are available in the
school office and can be downloaded from Skoolbag.

Staff Development Day
Staff Development Day will be held on Monday 29th April. Students DO NOT attend
school on this day.
Term 2 starts for students on Tuesday 30th April.

Soccer Gala Days
Students in Years 3 - 6 will be invited to participate in Soccer Gala Days in Term 2. These are fun days
where boys and girls compete against other schools. Students displaying consistently what it is to be
safe and respectful may have the opportunity to be part of the team. More information to come.

Library
The library will be open on Tuesday 23rd April from 10am to 12pm.
A great opportunity to borrow some new books.

Mothers Day Stall
The school Mothers day stall will be held in week 2, term 2. Days to be advised.

School Photos 2019

St Joseph’s Family News

Marley (Year 4), Elise (Year 2) and Oliver with their
baby brother Harry who was born on 2-1-19.

How to keep your child safe online

Community News

Community News

Dates for your Diary
Week 11

Monday 8th April

Cross Country
2:30pm Holy Week Prayer

Tuesday 9th April

Years 5 & 6 Anzac Service at Penrith Paceway
Year 2 Excursion to The Joan
2:30pm Holy Week Prayer

Wednesday 10th April

Jumping Castle Fun
2pm Holy Week Prayer
2:30pm Easter Raffle Drawn

Thursday 11th April

2:30pm Holy Week Prayer

Friday 12th April

Last day of Term 1
2pm End of Term Award Assembly

Staff Development Day - Monday 29th April
Students return to school - Tuesday 30th April

St Joseph’s Social Media
Did you know St Joseph’s have many media platforms to keep yourself updated with school events, photos, newsletters,
notes, etc
Facebook - St Joseph’s Primary School, Kingswood. NSW
School Website - http://www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au/
Twitter - @stjosephskwood
Skoolbag - St Joseph’s Primary Sydney
YouTube - St Joseph’s Primary Kingswood
If you would like to opt out on your child’s photo, work and name being published please put your request in writing and send
it to the school office. If at any time you change your mind regarding publishing please put your request in writing and send it
to the school office.

St Joseph’s Birthdays

Happy Birthday to…
April - Zane, David, Vincente, Gabriel, Olivia, Drake, Tahlia, Achilles, Izabella,
Farleen, Cameron, Ella Grace, Grant Dru, Meghna, Jessica, Dominic

