St Joseph’s Primary School Newsletter
18th May 2016

Term 2 Week 4
Dear Parents,

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus promised his „worried‟ apostles that, “you will receive the power of the Holy Spirit which will
come down on you, and then you will be my witnesses.” Acts1:8
At Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, as tongues of fire, to each of the apostles gathered together, wondering
about this promise Jesus made and praying for the courage to continue his work. We also received the Holy Spirit in Baptism and
pray, also, for the courage to be true witnesses of Jesus. Our parish Mass last Sunday was a cheerful and welcoming celebration.
Thank you to the families that were able to join us and contributed to this community celebration of our faith.

Come Holy Spirit,
Fill the hearts of the faithful
And renew the face of the earth.

World Youth Day 2016 is fast approaching. At our assembly next Monday, two young parishioners, Dylan and Cassie, will speak
about their reasons for participating in this world-wide evangelising event to be held in Poland in July. To support their participation,
we ask families to make a donation, which will be collected throughout the week. Please be generous in your support for these young
enthusiastic pilgrims.
Year 3 and Year 5 students participated in NAPLAN last week. It was a stress free event as teachers had prepared students well. At St
Joseph‟s, we encourage all students to participate as we receive valuable data about individual student learning progress as well as
areas we need to focus on for school improvement. Well done everyone.
Extra-curricular activities are keeping students and staff busy. We have musical rehearsal, orchestra, band, and the parish Sky Youth
Group (Yr 6) after school each week as well as different teams training for sporting events as they occur. Thank you to all the staff
and parents for supporting these opportunities for our students.
Our Parent Association has also been busy with Mother‟s Day stall, Fun Food Day and the upcoming school disco next week. Thank
you all involved! The next PA meeting is this Monday 7pm. Please support our committee and our school by attending this meeting.
Last week we had a Facilities Compliance Audit to ensure our school satisfies Child Protection legislation and provides a safe
environment for all our students. There will be a few minor changes to some spaces of which you will be made aware as they occur.
School photos this Friday. Students wear school uniform, not sports uniform.

Wishing you the peace and joy of the Holy Spirit,
Fran Jackson
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94 Joseph Street, Kingswood, 2747
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General News
2016 School Photos

2016 School Photos will be held on Friday 20th May. Students are to wear full school uniform
on this day. Sibling envelopes are available at the school office. PLEASE NOTE: Due to
Infants Captivate rehearsal on this day sibling photos will be taken between 8:30am and
8:50am.

Term 2 School Fees
Term 2 school fees have been posted. If you haven‟t received your statement please contact Jenny
Pendleton on 4732 3999.

Pastoral Care and Student Wellbeing Policy
Our policies and procedures for student wellbeing are based on the Positive Behaviour School framework putting the focus on student
learning.
Expectations are articulated in our STaRS:
Safe
Thoughtful
actively
Responsible
Students
Expectations are explicitly taught to all students and individual plans are developed for students requiring more intensive support. All
staff support students in living out the STaRS values.
In line with the Student Wellbeing Policy, discrimination, harassment or bullying are not permitted. Incidents arising pertaining to
these matters need to be conveyed to the class teacher and will be dealt with in an appropriate manner.
For further details, visit the school website: www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au

Discipline Policy

St Joseph‟s discipline policy ensures procedural fairness, the hearing rule, and the right to an unbiased decision. St Joseph‟s staff
neither use, nor sanction, corporal punishment. When an incident occurs which requires the individual to be disciplined, staff ensure
that it is dealt with in an appropriate manner taking into consideration the above requirements.

Complaints and Grievances Procedures
From time to time concerns may arise in regard to the school between different stakeholders. The following procedures have been
developed to effectively address any such concerns.
Parents
Complaints or grievances pertaining to classroom issues, or that relate to other children are to be dealt with by school personnel. It is
not appropriate for parents to approach other parents, or their children, with the intention of resolving the issues.
The recommended procedure to be followed by parents is:
1. The first point of contact is the student‟s class teacher. Please contact the school office to make an appointment with the teacher
concerned.
2. If parents are not satisfied with the solutions offered, or believe that they have not been given a fair hearing, they are encouraged to
make an appointment with the Stage Co-ordinator or the Assistant Principal.
3. Should the issue remain unresolved after this time, an appointment is made with the Principal to further discuss the issues.
Please remember there usually are at least two sides to every story and whilst it is important to listen to the children, it is also
important not to draw conclusions or make accusations until all the facts are known.
Students
The recommended procedure for students is:
1. If issues arise in the classroom, students are encouraged to speak to their class teacher in
order to seek support in finding a resolution.
2. Students encountering problems on the playground are asked to talk to the staff member on duty at the time of the incident. If they
believe that their concern has not been adequately addressed they are encouraged to speak to their class teacher.
All students at St. Joseph’s are taught to adopt the school’s Three Step Plan to find a resolution. This plan is displayed in each
learning area, is discussed regularly in class and forms part of the Student Wellbeing Policy.
3. Students can also speak to the Co-ordinator, Assistant Principal or Principal, as well as any other staff member about issues they
may have.

Photos at School
Due to privacy issues, photos taken at school should be taken of own children only.

Supervision at School
A reminder to parents that morning supervision at school commences at
8:20am. At afternoon dismissal, children remaining at walkers and Kiss
„n Ride at 3:30pm will be taken to the Office, at which time parents will
be contacted. Afternoon supervision concludes at 3:30pm. Children
should not be at school before or after these times.

Reminder to Parents
Parents are reminded that, if entering the school grounds to attend assembly, classroom activities, etc, they are required to
sign in at the office on arrival, and sign out on departure.

Online Child Protection Training
If parents are planning on assisting in the classroom, or on an excursion, they are required to
first complete Child Protection Training. The training is undertaken over the internet at
http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/training Simply click the training link under
“Volunteer” to undertake the training.

Change of Home or Emergency Contact Details
If you have any changes to your home or emergency contact numbers, please contact the school office as soon as possible. In cases of
sickness or emergency, it is important that we have the correct contact details for your children.

Sport News
Jacob and Brodie were selected to represent MacKillop at the NSWPSSA Boys Basketball Carnival.
Last week they went to Terrigal for the week, where they spent a day training with the MacKillop team
and the rest of the week competing. The MacKillop team went through pool games undefeated. They
defeated Sydney Metropolitan Team in the semi final and then Defeated Combined Independent Schools
in the Grand Final. Brodie and Jacob played very well, and were unlucky they weren't selected for NSW
Primary Schools Basketball Team.

Congratulations to Zaid who has been selected in the 11 years MacKillop
Rugby League State Carnival

Learning News
Kindergarten has been very lucky to take part in the 'Living Eggs' program this term. The children were very excited to see the eggs
hatch and grow into very cute little chicks! Here is what some of the students said about the program.

The chicks were cute and I learnt that when the eggs start to crack they are going to hatch soon. Indiana KB
The chicks are very cute but they sleep a lot! Joshua KB
I liked patting the chicks and hearing them chirp. Andrew KY
I loved having the chicks in the classroom and watching them run around. Tyler KY

Mother’s Day News

Community News
St Joseph’s Catholic Church Kingswood—Mass Times
Cnr Joseph Street & Richmond Road, Kingswood Phone 4721 4080
Office Hours: 9:00am-2:00pm Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30am—1:30pm Friday
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil - 6pm
Sunday - 8.30am and
10.00am
Polish Mass - Saturday 4pm
Sacrament Of Penance - Saturday after morning mass

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday 8am
Saturday 8.30am

Eucharistic Adoration - Before all masses

Dates for your Diary
Week 4

Friday 20th May

School Photos
10:30am Captivate Infants Rehearsals

Week 5

Monday 23rd May

9am Whole School Assembly
7pm Parent Association Meeting

Tuesday 24th May

9:15 Captivate Primary Rehearsals
12pm Bravehearts

Thursday 26th May

8:15am – 10am Biggest Morning Tea
Stage 3 girls soccer

Friday 27th May

9am – 10:30am Nutrition Workshop for Parents
Kindergarten Excursion Calmsley Hill
6:30pm School Disco

Week 6

Monday 30th May

9am Whole School Assembly

